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but though this habit of lending the names of the gods to
dubious transactions and conspiracies to defraud has always
prevailed more or less, yet it may be affirmed that on the whole
we find the primitive deities almost as often patronizing good
as evil. Theology is usually well pleased to grant its patents
to improvements and to adopt simple discoveries, in expediency
or even in ethics, so long as the inventor or moralist is profes-
sedly submissive, dedicates the work and ascribes all the glory
to the proper quarter. And this is readily done in a state of
society when no sort of venture or enterprise has the slightest
chance of being well received or becoming popular unless the
gods appear in the prospectus. A good example of the address
with which elementary science avails itself of theological pro-
tection may be taken from the practice of medicine, which has
to be carried on very largety, in the old fashioned pro-
vinces of India, under the name and colours of theology,
which is here so confidently supreme that it does not
even condescend to stipulate for any concealment of the
material processes. One may observe the native practitioner,
learned in charms and simples, openly mixing a drop of croton
oil .with the ink with which he indites his charm for a purge,
and the patient swallows the paper pill in cheerful reliance
upon the combined effect. Many other practices, ascertained
empirically to be fit and expedient, have become in course of
time so overgrown and concealed by the religious observance in
which they were originally wrapped up, that it is now very
difficult to extract the original kernel of utility, and one only
hits upon it by accident, when in trying to abolish what looks
like a ridiculous and useless superstition, the real object and
reason are disinterred and sometimes" prove worth knowing.
Thus the rule of burying Hindus who die by smallpox or
cholera is ordinarily expounded by priests to be imperative
because the outward signs and symptoms of those diseases
mark the actual presence of divinity; the smallpox is not the
god's handiwork, but the god itself manifest; but there is also
some ground for concluding that the process of burying has
been found more wholesome against contagion than t&at of the
hurried and ill-managed cremation which prevails during a fatal